
PURPOSE
To meet specific apostolic needs of the Catholic Church in 
Vermont each year as advised by a committee including 
representation from Knights of Columbus councils.

NEED
The pandemic has exposed many faults in the foundation of 
society that need to be addressed and we as a Church have 
much to offer to a culture that has fallen into division, anger, and 
hopelessness. 

Together, we can address the greatest needs of our Catholic 
church at any given time and engage the Knights of Columbus 
more fully in the issues concerning our future to:

Vermont Catholic Community Foundation
Founded in December 2015, the Vermont Catholic Community Foundation is a separate 501c3 from the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Burlington with the mission to support and serve apostolic activities of the Church and make 
grants to nonprofit organizations in the statewide Diocese of Burlington that reflect the compassion of Christ in 
service to the community. The Foundation manages more than 80 restricted funds supporting Catholic schools, 
parishes, cemeteries, and ministries in every region of the state. The Foundation also manages the Christ Our Hope: 
Building a Vibrant Church campaign. The Knights of Columbus Catholic Ministries Donor-Advised Fund will be a 
restricted fund in the Foundation, and also bolster the Christ Our Hope Campaign closer to goal. To learn more 
about the Foundation please visit: vtcatholicfoundation.org.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CATHOLIC MINISTRIES 
DONOR ADVISED FUND 
Goal: $1 Million

“The challenges of this past year 
remind us of how important it is to 
believe in Jesus Christ as the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life. Jesus never 
promised that life would be easy, 
but he did say, ‘Come to me all 
you who find life burdensome and 
find rest, for my yoke is easy and 
my burden is light.’  We know we 
can rest in Him if we pick up the 
yoke to love — to feed the hungry, 
welcome the stranger, house the 
homeless, comfort the sick and the 
dying — all those acts that are the 
heart of the great commandment 
to love and know others as our 
brothers and sisters.”

BISHOP CHRISTOPHER J. COYNE
Roman Catholic Diocese of Burlington

Bishop’s Message

3. Protect and serve the 
most vulnerable among us 
through emergency aid, pro-
life initiatives, elder care and so 
much more. 

1. Increase evangelization 
through our faith formation 
programs in our schools and 
religious education programs.

2. Create vibrant, welcoming 
parishes by supporting youth 
and lay ministry programs, 
training, and grants to mission 
parishes.

Turn over for Q&A



Knights of Columbus Catholic Ministries  
Donor-Advised Fund Q&A

Bishop Christopher Coyne has appealed to all Knights 
of Columbus Councils in Vermont to collaborate and 
help establish “a $1 million donor-advised Knights of 
Columbus Catholic Ministries Fund within the Vermont 
Catholic Community Foundation.”

What is the Vermont Catholic Community 
Foundation?

The Vermont Catholic Community Foundation, 
established in December 2015, is a separate 501c3 
from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Burlington that 
works in collaboration with the bishop of Burlington 
and Catholic organizations for the apostolic work of 
the universal Church in Vermont. Funds are invested 
“to support and serve apostolic activities of the Church 
and make grants to nonprofit organizations in the 
statewide Diocese of Burlington that reflect the 
compassion of Christ in service to the community” 
(vtcatholicfoundation.org/mission-purpose). Currently, 
there are more than 100 restricted funds supporting 
our schools, parishes, cemeteries and ministries 
throughout the Diocese.

Why a donor advised fund?
A donor advised fund is both compatible with the 
governing structures of the Knights of Columbus, 
and an excellent way to ensure ongoing Knights of 
Columbus collaboration with the Church in Vermont 
under the care of its ordinary, the bishop of Burlington. 
Knights councils are building this fund with Bishop 
Coyne, and the Knights of Columbus will be engaged 
in selecting the appropriate annual distribution to 
support evangelization and works of charity in our 
Diocese in perpetuity. This fund is a mechanism for the 
Knights of Columbus to work more closely with the 
bishop and have a significant impact on the greatest 
needs of the Catholic Church each year separate from 
the charitable activities of each individual council.

How is donor advisement accomplished?
Each year the state deputy will designate four or five 
of the Vermont district deputies to formally represent 
the Knights of Columbus in annual donor advisement 
to the Vermont Catholic Community Foundation, in 
conjunction with the bishop. They must evaluate and 
discuss the worthiest and most pressing financial 
needs facing the Catholic Church, the poor and the 
needy within the state. Grants will be made after 
advisement. Council delegates at the state convention 
shall be reminded annually that suggestions may be 
given directly to district  deputies or the state deputy 
for financial needs worthy of consideration.

How should councils weigh this project with 
needs in local parishes, towns and communities?

Bishop Coyne has asked councils “to look at their 
present balance sheet assets and consider a significant 
donation to this new fund.” Thus, it is suggested that 
about 20 percent  of funds would be evaluated in 
the consideration. This initiative is meant to have a 
large and noticeable effect for many decades. The 
state chaplain’s letter proposes that this level of 
commitment would “not leave any council without the 
means to do charitable works, or, more importantly, to 
grow their outreach through increased membership 
and fraternal support.”

How does this fit with the mission of the  
Knights of Columbus?

In a small Diocese such as ours, demographic and 
institutional challenges are felt more and more by 
everyone. Financial contributions on all levels – local, 
parish, Diocese and state - are essential for our mission. 
The success of the Knights of Columbus is tied to 
strong parish life, where we will encounter men who 
are practicing Catholics. Strong parish life, especially 
to the degree that it is based on priestly ministry in 
collaboration with the bishop, is dependent on a 
vibrant diocesan Church.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DONOR ADVISED FUND 
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS


