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Dear Brothers in Christ, 
 

            Bishop Coyne is making an appeal for the Knights of Columbus in Vermont to 

begin a long term charitable program through a donor advised fund in the Vermont Catholic 

Community Foundation. This letter as State Chaplain is to show my support for this project, 

for all councils to contribute generously. I speak to this appeal not only as a priest in the 

Diocese of Burlington, but also as a brother Knight. I believe it opens an opportunity for 

spiritual unity and spiritual graces for us as Knights of Columbus. 

In the 2018 Synod of the Diocese of Burlington lay Catholics from every parish in 

the state came together to converse with Bishop Coyne and various pastors. A strong 

emphasis in the Synod's final conclusions was the re-invigoration of parish life; and of 

course, local Knights councils must be very solicitous to engage in their parishes with 

active faith and charitable service. At the same time our synod priorities of communication 

and evangelization have demanded that the Church in Vermont take up the Gospel mission 

in a more unified manner. Various statewide ministries and charitable causes merit our 

support as Catholics. A number of these are diocesan ministries and programs. Some are 

charities run by laypeople, including those of the Knights. 

In my eight years as state chaplain there have been many discussions about how to 

“do more” in our unified charitable efforts on the state level. Bishop Coyne has tried to 

take on the same kinds of challenges within our parish churches. Our diocese’s first ever 

capital campaign is currently moving towards completion. It has gone well, but the needs 

still outpace us. I greatly support the bolstering of this new Knights of Columbus fund. 

Bishop Coyne is asking councils to donate a portion of their capital funds to this unified 

effort. 

This ask is obviously much greater than the meager annual charity assessments 

which have helped us give the bishop an annual monetary gift. Yet, it should not leave any 

council without the means to do charitable works, or, more importantly, to grow their 

outreach through increased membership and fraternal support. Our bishop’s request should 

be a welcomed occasion for councils to look at their overall health and fervor. This is also 

an occasion for all Knights councils to encourage each other with mutual examples of 

generosity.  

I encourage each council to make the Knights of Columbus Catholic Ministries 

Donor Advised Fund a key agenda item this year. Bishop Coyne himself will meet the 

delegates from every Knights of Columbus council at the upcoming May 13th-15th State 

Convention. He will be speaking about this appeal, and elaborating on how he sees the 

Vermont Knights collaborating year to year with the diocesan bishop to put this fund to its 

best possible use, for the many ministries and charities we are bound to support.  

Thank you for your fraternal support, for your contemplation of this appeal, and 

above all for your charity in Christ, which strengthens the whole Body of the Lord’s People. 

Sincerely, in Christ, with Mary, 

Fr. Timothy Naples, State Chaplain 


