
 

February 23, 2023 

Dear Council Officers, 

I send this note along with our State Deputy Jim Michael, appealing 

to you personally to bring to your Knights Council’s membership the 

timely consideration of the Knights of Columbus Catholic Ministries 

statewide fund. The launch of this fund, and its purpose, were 

described in April 2022, by letter from Bishop Coyne, going to all 

members of the Knights of Columbus in our state. In May, at the 2022 

State Convention, the bishop made a personal appeal for Knights to 

donate to this fund. Now is the time to engage with his appeal.  

Here are some questions for consideration. 

➢ The first question to be asked is this: Has this fund been explained to all your 

council membership, and has there been deliberate discussion about making 

a contribution from the substance of the money available to your council?  

Have council officers assumed that the council membership would not 

support a contribution? Or, has the discussion been initiated with open minds 

and hearts? 

o To date, four councils have contributed to the fund, which has already 

realized returns ready to be put to work for ministries. 

o $100,000 donated by Council 7525, So. Burlington. 

o  $10,000 donated by Council 279, Burlington. 

o    $5,000 donated by Council 2284, Winooski,  

            (with a pledge to donate another $20,000). 

o    $1,500 donated by Council 297, St. Albans. 
 

➢ With due thanks being given to the above K. of C. councils (and other 

individual Knights generously making personal contributions) the fund 

surpasses $150,000, and this year will be granting approximately $10,000 

to Catholic Ministries! 

➢ Does your council know of a notable charity or ministry which you think is 

worthy to receive a grant from this fund? Please have your District Deputy 

bring it to the State Deputy.  

o Causes for consideration ideally should have a broad impact, regionally or 

even statewide. 



 

o The ministerial work accomplished with grants from the Knights of 

Columbus Catholic Ministries Fund should be accomplished by 

organizations which are Catholic in mission, or which have the integral 

involvement of Catholic representatives, i.e. parish affiliations or official 

K. of C. affiliations. 

o Entirely new programs are possible with this fund, potentially hosted 

simultaneously by many parishes across the state. Other ongoing needs, 

such as the many facets of pro-life work, can also benefit immensely. As 

we move forward, we want to think of large goals. 

I wish to repeat the appeal to your council membership, to consider a generous 

donation into the fund, making even larger impacts in the future and strengthening 

our Catholic mission in Vermont. Since Bishop Coyne presented this appeal at our 

convention, it has been our hope that every council will make a contribution to the 

fund, or at least a pledge, by June of 2023. Some pledges may be fulfilled in the 

following years. The State “Charity Assessment” was terminated last year precisely 

with this hope of widespread and generous council participation in making this new 

Knights of Columbus Catholic Ministries Fund a powerful success. 

I also wish to remind everyone that we want the involvement of your District Deputy 

as we select recipients for grants from the Knights of Columbus Catholic Ministries 

Fund. The good work of this fund is not to be credited to the State Council or the 

State Officers alone, but to all Knights of Columbus in our K. of C. Jurisdiction.  

If you would like to schedule a presentation for your council to learn more please 

contact Ellen Kane, executive Director of the Vermont Catholic Community 

Foundation: ekane@vermontcatholic.org (https://vtcatholicfoundation.org/contact-

us). It is a possibility that the bishop himself can collaboratively communicate with 

your council as you consider this. Invitations to the bishop, or proposals to schedule 

a meeting with him, should also go through Ellen Kane.  

Thank you for making this a priority! 

 

Vivat Jesus!          In Christ, Fr. Timothy Naples, State Chaplain 
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